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Child Development and 
Early Learning Domain 

Growth Goals End of Year Goals 

Language & Literacy 
 

Book Appreciation 

Alphabet Knowledge 

Print Concepts & Conventions 

Phonological Awareness 

Receptive Language 

Expressive Language 

Early Writing 

 

Children ages 0-3 years old will have expected growth in literacy knowledge from 
beginning assessment to ending assessment by gains of 20%. 
 
Young Infants (0-8 months) | responding to a voice, vocalizing instead of crying when alone, 
combining syllables “da-da”, “ba-ba”, “ma-ma”. 
 
Mobile Infants (9-15 months) | stopping activity when told “no-no”, following simple 
instructions, and imitating simple sounds on request.  
 
Non -Transitioning Toddlers (16-24 months) | pointing to pictures in books, speaking in two- 
word sentences, naming two objects, speaking twenty words, and following three directions.  
 
Transitioning Toddlers (25-47 months) | naming three pictures of common objects, speaking 
“intelligibly” (articulating familiar words), asking how, why, where, when, and what questions, 
holding a pencil with thumb and fingers instead of fist, pointing to where the reader begins in 
a book, and telling the use of objects. 

80% of children ages 
0-3 years old will have 

expected growth in 
literacy knowledge by 

the year-end 
assessment period. 

Approaches to Learning 
 

Music 

Creative Movement & Dance 

Art 

Drama 

Cooperation 

Initiative & Curiosity 

Persistence & Attentiveness  

  

Children ages 0-3 years old will have growth in approaches toward learning goals by 
increasing gains of 25% in persistence (self-help) and discovery (problem-solving) 
from beginning assessment to ending assessment. 
 
Young Infants (0-8 months) | lifting a cup with handle, finger-feeding dry cereal, bits of meat, 
or vegetables, and biting or chewing toys during play. 
 
Mobile Infants (9-15 months) | holding, biting, and chewing a cracker or cookie, attempting 
to remove obstacles in efforts to find a lost toy, pulling off socks, overcoming obstacles, and 
vocalizing and gesturing to indicate wants. 
 
Non -Transitioning Toddlers (16-24 months) | holding a cup and drinking with some spilling, 
using a spoon with little spilling, unzipping zippers, and replacing some objects where they 
belong. 
 
Transitioning Toddlers (25-47 months) | drying own hands, putting on coat unassisted, 
pouring from a pitcher, holding cup when drinking with one hand, wiping nose with a tissue, 
and turning the faucet on and off. 

Children ages 0-3 
years old served will 

have expected growth 
in at least 85% 
proficiency in 

demonstrating 
persistence in 
learning and 

discovery by year-end 
assessment period. 

Cognition  

Number Concepts & Quantities 

Number Relationships & 

Operations  

Patterns 

Measurements & Comparison 

Scientific Skill & Method 

Conceptual Knowledge of the 

Natural & Physical World 

People & Environments 

  Family & Community 

History & Events 

Geometry & Spatial Sense 

Children ages 0-3 years old will have expected growth gains in at least 20% in math 
concepts during daily routines and experiences. 
 
Young Infants (0-8 months) | responding to a voice, babbling or cooing when talked to, 
turning head towards the source of a voice, banging and shaking toys, and holding cubes and 
taking another.  
 
Mobile Infants (9-15 months) | responding to verbal requests, uncovers toy seen hidden, 
removing the lid of a box to find a hidden toy, looking in the appropriate place when asked, 
for example, “Where is the ball?”, overcoming simple obstacles, and asking for objects by 
pointing and vocalizing.  
 
Non-Transitioning Toddlers (16-24 months) | pointing to one named body part, following 
two directions, building towers of 5-6 cubes, completing 3-pieces formboard, and 
understanding prepositions.   
 
Transitioning Toddlers (25-47 months) | repeating two digits, sorting cubes of two different 
colors, pointing to the big object, counting by rote to 3, matching four colors, classifying 
pictures by pointing, and matching related pictures.        

Children ages 0-3 
years old will have 

expected growth in at 
least 85% proficiency 

in math concepts 
during daily routines 

and enrichment 
opportunities/ 

experiences by year-
end assessment 

period. 

Social & Emotional 
Development 

 

Social Relationships 

Self-Control & Self-Efficacy 

Self-Regulation 

Emotional & Behavioral Health 

Children ages 0-3 years old will begin to learn and internalize rules, routines, and 
directions by expected growth gains of 20% from the beginning of the assessment to 
end of the year assessment. 
 
Young Infants (0-8 months) | eyes following moving object or person, looking at the face and 
eyes of the person talking to him/her, smiling, patting, and vocalizing to mirror images.  
 
Mobile Infants (9-15 months) | responding to name with a head turn, eye contact, smile, 
responding to a verbal request, usually in regard to nursery games, giving a toy to adult on 
request, and wanting to be near adults. 
 
Non -Transitioning Toddlers (16-24 months) | imitating grown-up activities, picking up and 
putting toys away on request, and beginning to claim and defend ownership of personal 
things.  
 
Transitioning Toddlers (25 -47 months) | playing simple group games, answering correctly to 
“Are you a boy or a girl?”, telling age, responding to the initial greeting by the adult, taking 
turns, playing cooperatively with other children, following classroom rules, and naming two 
emotions.   

95% of children ages 
0-3 years old will have 

expected growth to 
learn and internalize 
rules, routines, and 

directions and 
demonstrate 

proficiency by year-
end assessment 

period. 

 Goals are set forth by 2017-2018 data trends.  


